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Summary


The hospital and mosque complex that was built in 1228 in Divrigi, Turkey is listed as world heritage site by UNESCO.


In tjis paper, information about this complex will be given.
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    It was the Anatolian hospitals I came to see after 2002 ISHM conference in Istanbul
 The Seljuk arrived in Anatolia in 1071 and his deputy Amir  Danishmends established        The Principality around Sivas.
 The hospital and mosque complex was built in 1228 in Divirgi .UNESCO has listed them as world heritage site.
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Plan of the complex
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The tourist brochure shows the view taken from the north, Portal door along mosque minaret , on the right the two door  in western wall , nearest is door no 2 of the mosque . 
The only door of Darussifa  is seen further away. 
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 Located in the town of Divirigi   in the province of  Sivas, Ulu Jami is multi-columnar mosque. It is built in combination with a hospital which is attached to it on the south side. The two buildings form a square measuring 64 meters by 32 meters.
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The most richly adorned of three portals of the mosque is the one on the north side. This mosque is in fact the most interesting of the Seljuk mosques from the stand- point of the decorations and style of its façade
on the upper part of the door  in the arch there is 

a stalactite arch moulding. The door frame, which 

is placed between stalactites is decorated with large

motifs, disks and inscriptions. The portal is still impressive

and decorations beautiful.

  The second portal on the west is not as impressive as the 
former but its plant motifs are skillfully made.  On the right
there is double head eagle, a Seljuk symbol.
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                                UNESCO INSCRIPTION
   “   This masterpiece of Islamic architecture founded by Emir Ahmed Shah in 

     1228-1229 is composed of a mosque a single prayer room crowned by two domes,                 and a hospital adjoining them. These buildings with their architectural features and samples of traditional stone carving have been listed World Cultural and Natural 

Heritage in 1985 ( List  Number 358) which deserves protection for the benefit of all

humanity.”                 
Visitors Admiring the portal of Ahmed Shah mosque built in 1228  in  Divirigi  
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Originally the mosque had no minaret ;  the one seen in the corner to the right of the door was built afterwards.
The most important characteristic is the treasure house of motifs, is Seljuk portal is unique in Anatolia.
The inscription on the mosque gives the architect name Hurrem Shah of Ahlat, built for Ahmed Shah of the Mengudjuk  Oullari family in 1229 during the reign of Keykubad I.

 The Seljuks gave particular importance to medicine, and built hospitals called
“ Darushshifa ”  in almost every city . The most important among these are:

                1   The hospital of GEVER NESIBEH ( 1206) in Kaysery,

                2 IZZIDDIN KAIKAUS I                   (1217) in Sivas
                3 ALAUDDIN KEYKABAD in Konya

                4  ATABEK FERRUH (1235) in Chankri,

            

      TURHAN MALEK  (1228)

 ( Daughter of  Fakhruddin Behram of Mengudjuk family ) in Divirgi.                

                 6 TURUMTAY (1266) in Amasia.

                 7 MUINUDDIN PERVANE (1275) in Tokat

                 8 PARVANE OGLU ALI ( 1272) in Kastamonu.
                                The Mengujek Principality
Little is known about Mengujek Gazi, considered to be the founder of this Turkish principality was directed by Sultan Alp Arsalan to occupy Anatolia.464/1072 seems
to be a reasonable date as the Mengujekm dynasty was ruling the region, including  

the city of Erzinjan, Kamah, and Divirigi.
Turan  Melek Sultan was the daughter of the ruler of Erzincan on the monumental floor her hospital there is a three line inscription

 “ The  daughter of the respected Melek Fekhreddin Behram Shah  ( in need  of God’s blessing and mercy ) , Melek Turhan ordered the construction of this holy hospital in the first month of 626 [  December 1228  ]. May God honor her, Amen”
  As has been told a legend from generation to generation , Turan Melek  who fell victim to fatal illness, saw a white- bearded  wise man in her dream. The old man told Turan  Melek to find him in  Divirigi.  In the morning , she told her dream to Ahmed Shah. They both went to Divirigi  sand found  the old wise man in a hut, preparing medicine.  After drinking the medicine , Turan Melek recovered from her illness in few days. Upon her recovery, Ahmed Shah  built  the Ulu Mosque in Divirigi  and Turhan Melek the hospital  in celebration of this happy event. For the purpose of providing a remedy  for other illnesses, Turan Melek had the vision  of the drug that has cured her illness engraved on the doors of the complex , thus the doors themselves became direct medical sources.         
   IN THE MIRACLE OF DIVIRIGI AUTHOR  DUGAN CUBAN PROVIDES US WITH A DETAILED ACCOUNT AND THE DESCRIPTION OF THE DIVIRIGI MOSQUE AND HOSPITAL FROM HISTORICAL SOCIAL, SOCIETICAL, AND ARTISTIC PERSPECTIVE  AND ACQUAINTS  US WITH AN ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE THAT HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY OVER LOOKED IN THE WORLD ART HISTORY.THIS UNMATCHED 

EXAMPLE OF ANATOLIAN  ART IS  REDICOVERED WITH NEW INTERPRETATIONS  AND IS FURTHER ENRICHED  WITH ORIGINAL 

PRINTS-DRAWINGS BASED ON DIVIRIGI ORNAMENTATION FORMS

SCULPTURE / PAINTER ALI TEOMAN GERMANER AND BY THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF ARA GULER AND MURAT GERMAN.

  DUGAN KUBAN WRITES

                           DIVIRGI  IS A MIRACLE . IT IS ONE OF THOSE VERY UNIQUE AND SELDOM FOUND MIRACLES IN THE WORLD’S LONG HISTORY OF ART COMMISSIONED  IN THE 13th  CENTURY BY TURAN MELEK, WIFE OF AHMED SHAH ,A BEG OF THE MENGUCEK PRINCIPALITY, THE MOSQUE AND HOSPITAL COMPLEX IN DIVIRIGI

( A REMOTA CORNER OF ANATOLIA) HAS CONTINUED FOR 700 YEARS TO PRESENT US WITH UNPARRALEL ARCHITECTURAL FORM

A VIRTUAL SYMPHONY OF ORNAMENTATION. WITH ITS  LUSH

OUTPOURING OF DESCRIPTION AND ABSOLUTELY MAGNIFICIENT STONEWORK , THIS BRAVE WORK OF ART REARS  ITS HEAD IN OPPOSITION TO ALL OF THE ARTISTIC NORMS OF THE PERIOD.  

BEQUEATHED  TO MANKIND BY AN UNKNOWN ARTISAN  OF GREAT SKILL , THE COMPLEX IN DIVIRIGI STANDS TO THIS DAY  AS THE REGION ‘S  SOLE AND UNEQUALLED EXAMPLE OF MAGNIFICENT ARCHITECTURE.       

  DUGAN KUBAN October 2001 Publication of Yapi Kredi Yayinlari – 1552              ISTANBUL                 The Arts Series – 76                          
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THIS IS THE PORTAL OF DIVIRIGI TURHAN MELEK DARUSHSHIFA
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The mosque is seen with northern door PORTAL most richly carved on stone, Minaret 





PLAN OF THE   MOSQUE AND HOSPITAL





DARUSSIFA





HOSPITAL DOOR





PORTAL


OF THE MOSQUE





THE PAINTING OF ULKER ERKE IS EXCELLENT ON THE RIGHT IS THE HOSPITAL SHOWING 4 MUSICANS ARE IN ATTENDENCE FOR  THE  THERAPY.


LEFT: PAINTING SHOWING MINERET DOME OF THE MOSQUE AND TWO DOORS.                                              (  PAINTING  COURTESY PROF. NIL SARI )
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The Interior of Divirigi Hospital   1228


patients are being treated with 4 musicians





Divirigi TURAN MALIK Hospital 1228





The plan of the Mosque and Hospital





3 mosque doors





The only PORTAL of hospital with  floral motifs  and geometric designs carved is a miracle on stone





A Miracle in stone
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Author standing  infront of TURHAN MELEK (1228)


Darushshifa  Portal  THE MIRACLE OF DIVIRIGI








